(Ceylon) ( Gill (1938) does not consider the prevalence of P. malarice of epidemiological importance owing to its alleged rarity, it is an established fact that P. malaria plays a very important part in the setiology of malaria in Ceylon. Carter (Thornton, 1925) , Carter et al. (1927), Sivalingam and Rustomjee (1941) and Sivalingam (19436) have all reported on the high incidence of P. malaria; in the island.
In the two series of observations under consideration, the epidemiological significance of P. malaria; lies not so much in its dominance over each of the other species at any given time, as in its definite reduction in prevalence after a period of such dominance. Therefore, if it could be estimated at what point in the epidemic cycle P. malaria begins to give place to P. falciparum, it should, besides providing a less arbitrary method for anticipating an outbreak than that suggested by Sivalingam, also furnish a useful time interval between the forecast and the on|et of the epidemic which could be put to practical use.
In order to indicate this point, the ratio of the number of P. falciparum infections to those of P. malaria; was calculated, and an attempt made to plot the results, but the graph obtained was found to be unsatisfactory, since when the ratio was less than unity, the variations in the graph were so small that they did not appear to be proportional to the decrease in morbidity. Similarly, ? when the ratio of P. malaria to P. falciparum was calculated, the variation in the ratio, when less than unity, did not appear to be proportional to the rise in morbidity. However 
